


Recommendations:
We recommend that you search for possible signs of pests and then rid your yard of them. Avoid
methods that could be toxic or dangerous to your pets.

Seeking Comfort or Protection: In hot weather, dogs may dig holes in order to lie in the cool dirt. They may
also dig to provide themselves with shelter from cold, wind or rain, or to try to find water. Your dog may be
digging for protection or comfort if:

v The holes are near foundations of buildings, large shade trees or a water source

v Your dog doesn’t have a shelter or his shelter is exposed to the hot sun or cold winds

v You find evidence that your dog is lving in the holes he digs

Recommendations:

+ We recommend that you provide your dog with other sources for the comfort or protection he seeks.

+ Provide an insulated doghouse. Make sure it affords protection from wind and sun.

v Your dog may still prefer a hole in the ground, in which case you can try the "approved digging area"
recommendation described above. Make sure the allowed digging areais in a protected spot.

v Provide plenty of fresh water in a bowl that can't be tipped over.

Seeking Attention: Any behavior can become attention-getting behavior if dogs learn that they receive
attention for engaging in it (even punishment is a form of attention). Your dog may be digging to get attention if:
v He digs in your presence

+ His other opportunities for interaction with you are limited

Recommendations:

v We recommend that you ignore the behavior.

v Don't give vour dog attention for digging {remember, even punishment is attention).

v Make sure your dog has sufficient time with you on a daily basis, so he doesn’t have to resort to mishehaving
to get vour attention.

Seeking Escape: Dogs may escape to get to something, to get somewhere or to get away from something.
For more detailed information, please see our handout: "The Canine Escape Artist" Your dog may be digging
to escape if:

+ He digs along the fence line

v He digs under the fence

Recommendations:

v We recommend the following in order to keep your dog in the vard while you work on the behavior
madifications recommended in our handout: "The Canine Escape Artist"

v Bury chicken wire at the base of the fence (sharp edges rolled under)

v Place large rocks, partially buried, along the bottom of the fence line

+ Bury the bottom of the fence one to two feet under the ground

+ Lay chain link fencing on the ground {(anchored to the bottom of the fence) to make it uncomfortable for your
dog to walk near the fence

v Regardless of the reason for digging, we don’t recommend:

v Punishment after the fact. Not only does this not address the cause of the behavior, any digging that's
motivated by fear or anxiety, will be made worse. Punishment may also cause anxiety in dogs that
aren't currently fearful.

v Staking a dog out near a hole he’s dug or filling the hole with water. These techniques don't address the
cause of the behavior, or the act of digging
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