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Pet Care Professions 
 
Social Studies 
Grade 4 
 
Objective 
To recognize how people in several occupations play important roles in a pet’s 
care. 
 
Standards--Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
§113.6. Social Studies, Grade 4. 
(22) Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize 
and use information acquired from a variety of sources including electronic 
technology. The student is expected to: (C) organize and interpret information in 
outlines, reports, databases, and visuals including graphs, charts, timelines, and 
maps. 
(23) Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual 
forms. The student is expected to: (D) create written and visual material such as 
journal entries, reports, graphic organizers, outlines, and bibliographies.  
 
Skill 
Students will be able to accurately identify people whose occupations meet the 
needs of pets. 
 
Materials 
Pet care literature (including books), available from local humane agencies, 
veterinary offices, bookstores, libraries, and pet-related Web sites, such as, 

 www.avma.org/careforanimals/default.asp 
 www.loveyourdog.com/ 
 www.healthypet.com/library.aspx 

 
Activity 
Students will write job descriptions for a pet-care occupation. 
 
Procedure 

1. Have students name some common pets and list these on the board. With 
this list in mind, brainstorm a number of things that pets need and list 
these in a separate column. 

 
2. Guide students in identifying jobs that help meet pets’ needs. These 

include: veterinarian, groomer, kennel operator, pet-supply-store clerk, 
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obedience trainer, blacksmith, pet sitter, animal control officer, and animal 
shelter manager. 

 
3. Ask students to choose one of those occupations, research it, and write a 

job description for it. Their research may involve reading books and 
magazines or interviewing someone in the trade or profession they chose. 
Students should be prepared to describe the basic functions of the job they 
choose as well as any special skills, training, or education the job requires. 
As a follow-up, have them write a letter of application, explaining why 
they believe they would be suitable the job. 

 

To view this lesson plan online, go to www.klrn.org/hand-in-paw 


